. Standard posteroanterior chest radiograph demonstrating the appearance of the Medtronic 6972 lead in one patient. Note areas of discontinuity (arrows). The system performed normally, ruling out lead fracture.
The radiographic appearance of fractures in permanent cardiac pacemaker system leads has been well described in previous articles.'e3 However, during the present era cardiac pacing is experiencing a plethora of technological innovations. One of these innovations has been the transvenous polyurethane endocardial lead. We present here a graphic demonstration of the normal appearance of the Medtronic 6972 bipolar polyurethane lead and how its appearance on chest x-ray examination may simulate lead fracture ( Figs. 1 and 2) .
The construction of the lead is of a coaxial design, and at the bifurcation of the outer coil from the inner coil the outer coil is offset from the inner coil (Figs. 3 and 4) . It is at this offset area that the wire can appear discontinuous, thus simulating lead fracture on a standard radiographic view. In fact, this is the normal appearance. We present these data to familarize physicians working with pacemakers and pacemaker radiography about this "pseudofracture" appearance. It is important to recognize this feature in order to avoid an unnecessary lead explant&ion. 
